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PPS RECORDS FOR 
134 CONGDON STREET 

PLAT 10, LOT 167 
 

LAURA G. COOKE HOUSE 
Built 1903-1904 

Builder: L.E.  Rising 
 

DESIGNATIONS   
 
This house is a contributing building within the College Hill National Historic Landmark 
District (listed on the National Register of Historic Places); it is identified in the inventory 
as “House, 1895-1908.”   
 
The house is also located with the College Hill Historic District, a local historic district 
overlay zone designated by the City of Providence. 
 
NOTES 
 
For over three decades prior to construction of this house, the lot on which it stands was 
owned by Lucian Sharpe, one of the founding partners of the internationally acclaimed 
Brown & Sharpe Manufacturing Company in Providence.  Mr. Sharpe lived on Angell 
Street, so this land and some adjacent property was likely acquired as an investment, 
but remained undeveloped.  After Sharpe died in 1899, some of his real estate holdings 
were transferred to the Wilkes Land Company, of which two of his sons were the 
president and treasurer (see “Deeds,” herein).  Mrs. Laura G. Cooke purchased this lot 
from the Wilkes Land Co. in 1903.  
 
According to research done by Wm. McKenzie Woodward for the PPS 2013 Festival of 
Historic Houses, 134 Congdon Street was first constructed as a single family house for 
Laura and William M. Cooke, a grain dealer.  Mrs. Cooke held title to the house in order 
to separate her and her husband’s personal assets from his business endeavors.  The 
house was converted to multi-family use after World War II, and remains in 2-family use 
today. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Assessor’s Plat Maps and Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
The map for Assessor’s Plat 10 identifies 134 Congdon Street as Lot 167, located at the 
southwest corner of Congdon and Jenckes Streets.  The lot has 60 feet of street 
frontage on Congdon and 100 feet on Jenckes; the west and south lot line dimensions 
are not indicated, but the total area of the lot is 6,084 sq.ft.  
 
Chain of title card for AP 10, Lot 167– CONGDON ST 
Lucien Sharpe owned the property as of December 1869. 
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Lucien Sharpe Estate owned the property as of June 1900. 
Wilkes Land Co. owned the property as of May 1902. 
Laura G. Cooke wife of William M. Cooke owned the property as of July 1903. 
William M. Cooke owned the property as of May 1932. 
Frank S. Cooke owned the property as of March 1933. 
Exchange Real Estate Company owned the property as of April 1939. 
Rosalie M. Buonanno owned the property as of February 1944. 
Americo C. Buonanno and Rosalie M. Buonanno owned the property as of April 1949. 
John F. O’Connell and wife Rita D. O’Connell owned the property as of December 1952. 
William L. Kite, Jr. and wife Linna E. [sic] Kite owned the property as of March 23, 1966. 
 Refers to Deed Book 1136/Page 472.1   
William L. Kite, Jr. and Linna K. Kite owned the property as of August 29, 1988. 
 Ref DB 1873/175. 
 [Last entry on this card.] 
 
 
According to the Assessor’s computerized data base, the current owners (since 
December 1987) are William L. Kite, Jr. and Linna K. Kite.   
 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds)  
 
Maps indicate that the house was constructed sometime between 1895 and 1908. 
 
 
1836:  “Plat of the Homestead of the Late Mrs. Joanna Barnes,” surveyed and platted 
by B. Lockwood, June 28, 1836.  The map shows the south side of Jenckes St. between 
Benefit and Prospect Streets subdivided into a series of numbered house lots.  Lot #6 is 
located at the southwest corner of Jenckes and Congdon (which is unnamed on this 
map), a rectangular lot measuring 100 feet on Jenckes and 50 feet on Congdon.  
Directly to the south is Lot #7, a slightly trapezoidal lot whose measurements are 
illegible.  According to deeds, the current lot consists of Lot 6 plus a portion of Lot 7. 
(Registry of Deeds)  
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Page 29, shows the future 
site of 134 Congdon Street within a vacant 5,314 sq.ft. lot at the southwest corner of 
Congdon and Jenckes Streets.  The owner’s name is not indicated. Most of this block 
(also bounded by Pratt and Bowen Streets) was still undeveloped. (Archives) 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 6, shows a wood 
frame house at 134 Congdon Street, standing on a 6,084 sq.ft. lot owned by Laura G. 
Cooke.  The footprint of the house has a bay window at the front, and a porch and 
another bay window on the south side elevation. A vacant 6,116 sq.ft. lot to the south 
was owned by William M. Cooke. (Archives) 

                                                      
1
 For this entry, the full date is not legible due to the way the card was electronically scanned; the date 

was obtained from the actual deed.  Also, Mrs. Kite’s middle initial here is apparently a typo. 
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1918, 1926, 1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 22 (the 
same page on each map): all of these maps indicate that 134 Congdon St is referenced 
to the Mrs. J. Barnes Estate Plat on Plat Card 10. (Archives) 
 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
These records indicate that a building permit was issued late enough in the calendar 
year 1903 that construction probably carried into 1904 – a conclusion borne out by 
directories (see below) – hence, the date on the PPS marker.  
 
Permit #16059, dated October 31, 1903:  intention to build a house at the southwest 
corner of Jenckes and Congdon Streets; owner Laura G. Cooke; builder L.E. Rising. 
The architect’s name is not noted.  (Note this record was indexed in the card catalog 
under “Jenckes & Congdon Sts., SW cor.”) 
 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds, unless otherwise noted) 
 
Deeds indicate that Mrs. Cooke purchased two abutting lots on Congdon Street a year 
apart, in 1903 and 1904; both were vacant when she acquired them. The Cooke family 
owned the property until 1939.  
 
Deed Book 456/Page 236:  On June 8, 1903, the Wilkes Land Co. of Providence 
(Lucien Sharpe, president) sold to Laura G. Cooke, wife of William M. Cooke of 
Providence, for $10, a lot of land at the southwest corner of Jenckes and Congdon 
Streets, measuring 60 feet on Congdon and 100 feet on Jenckes (other dimensions 
were not indicated).2  Being Lot #6 and a portion of Lot #7 on the Plat of the Homestead 
Estate of the late Mrs. Joanna Barnes, recorded in Plat Book 1/Page 30.  Being a 
portion of land conveyed to the grantor from Lucian Sharpe and others by deed dated 
April 4, 1902 (DB 446/254).  The deed did not mention any buildings or improvements, 
but did contain one restriction:  any new building must be set back at least 8 feet from 
Jenckes Street, per an agreement between the Heirs of Joseph Jenckes and Joanna 
Barnes dated April 2, 1826 (DB 51/207).3 
 

 

                                                      
2
 This lot was not a perfect 60x100 foot rectangle, given that the 1908 map shows the 

house standing on a 6,084 sq.ft. lot.  The Lucien Sharpe who signed this deed was the 
son of the Brown & Sharpe founder; he dropped the suffix “Jr.” from his name after his 
father died in 1899.  
 
3
 Joanna Barnes, wife of David Barnes, was a daughter of Joseph Jenckes, and 

therefore also one of the heirs to his estate on College Hill.  Another daughter, Ann 
Eliza, was married to Peter Pratt.  Jenckes, Barnes, and Pratt Streets – all in the 
immediate vicinity of this house – were named for this extended family. 
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DB 467/148:  On July 6, 1904, the Wilkes Land Co. of Providence (Henry D. Sharpe, 
treasurer) sold to Laura G. Cooke, wife of William M. Cooke of Providence, for $10, a lot 
on the west side of Congdon Street.  The lot was described as beginning at a point 
located 117.85 feet south of the southwest corner of Jenckes and Congdon Streets, 
then running north  bounding east 57.85 feet on Congdon, then running west bounding 
north 105.86 feet (on other land of Mrs. Cooke), then running south bounding west 
60.36 feet, then running 108.16 feet east bounding south to the place of beginning.  
Total +/- 6,321 sq.ft. 
 
DB 757/499:  On September 12, 1932, William M. Cooke of Providence sold to Frank S. 
Cooke of New York, NY, “for consideration paid,” a lot of land at the southwest corner of 
Jenckes and Congdon Streets, measuring 60 feet on Congdon and 100 feet on Jenckes 
(other dimensions not noted).   This deed also referred to Lots 6 and 7 in the Joanna 
Barnes Plat (see DB 456/236 above for full citation), and to the restrictions of record.  
The deed specified that Mr. Cooke was unmarried.4  (Note that the deed does not 
mention any buildings or improvements, although the house had been standing for 
almost 30 years by this time.)  
 
DB 784/22:  On September 21, 1934, an Indenture of Lease was signed between Frank 
S. Cooke of New York, NY and Marjorie Scala, wife of Luigi Scala of North Providence. 
Mrs. Scala rented the premises at the southwest corner of Jenckes and Congdon 
Streets, for $25/month, for a term of two years: October 1, 1934 to September 30, 1936.  
 
DB 806/493:  On March 14, 1939, the Industrial Trust Company of Rhode Island and 
Malcolm D. Champlin of Providence, as trustees under the will of William H. Haskill, 
sold to the Exchange Real Estate Company, for $4,000, a tract of land with buildings 
and improvements at the southwest corner of Jenckes and Congdon Streets, being the 
same conveyed by deed of the Wilkes Land Co. to Laura G. Cooke on June 8, 1903 
(DB 456/236). The late Mr. Haskill had held a mortgage made by William M. Cooke and 
wife Laura G. Cooke, dated July 24, 1923 (Mortgage Book 466/155).  After the 
mortgage went into default, Mr. Haskill’s trustees sold the property at a public auction 
held on March 7, 1939; Exchange Real Estate Co. was the winning bidder.  An Affidavit 
of Sale Under Power of Sale in Mortgage is attached to the deed (DB 806/494).5 
 
 
 

                                                      
4
 Providence Death Index, 1931-1935:  Laura G. Cooke, wife of William M., died March 

25, 1932, aged 82 years.  Her husband apparently inherited this house after her death.  
Frank S. Cooke was likely their son; see also Directories. 
 
5
 Frank S. Cooke was the property owner in 1939, so it was either he or his father who 

defaulted on the mortgage, since his mother had been dead for seven years by then.  
Nonetheless, the 1939 Grantor Index lists Laura G. Cooke as the seller for Exchange 
Real Estate Co.’s purchase recorded in DB 806/493.   
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Directories (Archives) 
 
The address 134 Congdon Street first appears in city directories in 1904. Often, 
directories will list a wife’s name along with her husband’s, rather than list her 
separately:  e.g., “Cooke, William S. (Laura G.).”  However, Laura G. Cooke’s name 
does not appear in early directories.  
 
Providence City Directories were published intermittently beginning in 1824, and 
annually as of 1850.  Until 1892, these volumes contained a street directory 
(listing the names and locations of all existing streets), and an alphabetical listing 
of residents and businesses.  Residents’ professions and business addresses (if 
any) were noted before home addresses.  As of 1892, city directories also 
included a section listing residential buildings by street address; this was 
published separately as a House Directory from 1895-1935.  The notation “(h)” 
indicates home or a head of household; “(b)” indicates a boarder.  
 
1903  Cooke, William M. (Sprague Cooke Co.), 49 Westminster St. Room 109, 
   (h) 18 Maple St. 
  Cooke, Frank S., student, (b) 18 Maple St. 
  [Cooke, Nellie F., not listed.] 
  Sprague Cooke & Co., wholesale grain, 49 Westminster St. Room 109. 
   [The other partner was Henry S. Sprague, (h) 100 Prospect St.)  
 
1904   First listing for this house: 

Cooke, William (Sprague Cooke Co.), 49 Westminster Street Room 109, 
   (h) 134 Congdon St. 
  Cooke, Frank S., student, (b) 134 Congdon St. 
  Cooke, Nellie F., teacher, (b) 18 Maple St. 
 
******* 
 
1945, 1946 134 Congdon Street – single occupancy 
 
1947-1966 134 Congdon Street – occupied by between 2 and 4 residents  

(changed to multi-family use) 
 
1967  134 Congdon Street – 2 units, “no return” (i.e., vacant) 
 
1968  134 Congdon Street – 2 units: William K. Kite, Jr., architect; Mrs. Barbara 

 Reardon. 
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Providence House Directories list all residential buildings by street address.  
These began publication in 1892, incorporated within the larger City Directory.  
Separate House Directories were published from 1895 to 1937 (biannually from 
1901); these were often a year behind the city directories during this period.  As 
of 1938, the house directory was reincorporated within the City Directory. 
 
 
1903  134 Congdon St. – not listed 
 
1905  134 Congdon St. –  
  Cooke, William M., grain (h) 
  Cooke, Frank S., student (b) 
  Cooke, Nellie F., teacher (b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh   November 2013 
 
 
 


